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India’s Largest
Gate Valve Flagged Off
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y ) MAKE WAY FOR THE BIG GUY!
! Largest Gate Valve Manufactured in India

Today L&T Valves reinforced its position as a leader in large-size
valves for the global energy sector. The largest cast steel gate
valve manufactured in India - 72" class 150 Gate Valve weighing
over 25 tons - was flagged off by Mr NV Venkatasubramanian,
CE & Director, L&T Valves and office bearers of the Manapakkam
union in the presence of a large gathering of employees.

The valve is part of our supply to RIL J3 Project that exceeds
200,000 valves. The valve will be installed in a flare gas line, with
the stem pointing downwards as recommended by Oil Industry
Safety Directorate to minimise the chances of accidental closure.

The size, weight as well as the unique installation and operation
requirements of the valve posed many challenges which Team
L&T Valves successfully surmounted.

Let's keep the L&T Valves flag flying high!

For circulation among employees of L&T Valves Limited. The views expressed in this are not necessarily those of the management of L&T Valves.
Feedback: ContactUs@Lntvalves.com
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CONTROL VALVE

56 Emergency lso[ﬁﬁﬁlw for pneumatic actuated control valves
72 A valve summit ‘made in Italy




Stateof-the

Bleed Plug Values

In 2013, Larsen & Toubro acquired Audco India Limited (AIL) and integrated
it with its valve manufacturing and marketing operations to create L&T Valves

Limited. The company is an established international player thanks to its well-

rounded portfolio of engineered valves and an impressive track record. Indeed,

Lé&T Valves counts the global majors in 0il & gas and power amongst its clientele.

Valve World visited one of L&T Valves’ manufacturing locations in Coimbatore,

India, to learn more about the company’s illustrious past and future ambitions.

By Dawvid Sear and Anne Cunningham

It is often said that first impressions matter.
If that is your benchmark then L&T Valves
will definitely score top marks because its
campus-style facility in Coimbatore boasts
a sweeping drive, landscaped gardens and
modern buildings.

But for flow control engineers it is what's
inside that counts. And here again L&T
Valves will draw nods of appreciation, for
as Valve World saw the manufacturing and
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assembly areas are all well-equipped and
bustling with activity.

After this quick tour, Valve World had

the opportunity to meet two of L&T
Valves' key executives, namely Mr. N. V.
Venkatasubramanian, Chief Executive &
Director and Mr. Arun Dev, VP, Contracts &
Domestic Marketing. They kicked off a very
interesting discussion by providing a clear
timeline of how L&T Valves was formed,

facility for Double Block &

starting with the establishment of Audco
India Limited as a joint venture back in
1961. The company was a fifty-fifty IV with
Flowserve when it was fully acquired by
Larsen & Toubro in 2013.

Asked to describe this period,

Mr. Venkatasubramanian (Venkat)
indicated that the transition was smooth.
“One important reason for this was we
have never relied on the JV partner for
technelogy but always endeavoured to
design and develop producis leveraging
in-house talent. This meant we were able
to manufacture exactly the same valves our
clients have come to rely on.”

Mr. Venkat added that the customer base
readily embraced the brand transition, “In
fact valves marketing had been in the hands
of Larsen & Toubro ever since 1961, soit
was relatively easy to inform customers that
the change was essentially an internal issue,
and that they could continue to count on
the support and service they were used to.”
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Mr. N. V. Venkatasubramanian, Chief
Executive & Director: “In addition to
expanding manufacturing capability right
heve in India we have aspivations to grow

internationally.”

To quote Mr. Venkat, “Close customer
contact was always a strength for L&T
Valves. In India we have a presence in
every industrial centre through a network
that spans the nation; in the international
market we have strategic alliances with key
distributors in major markets, In the recent
years, we significantly strengthened our
network, adding more feet on the ground
in the Middle East and Asia-Pacific”.

Global player

Larsen & Toubro is committed to total
customer satisfaction and according to
Mr. Dev it applies equally to L&T Valves.
“As a valve manufacturer we have always

COVER STORY

Mr. Arvun Dev, VP Contracts & Domestic
Marketing: “We are on the approved valve
manufactures list of global majors in oil & gas
and power, and have an impressive track-record

with the world’s leading EPC contractors.”

put our customers first, regarding both
service and quality. When we ventured
into the international market 25 years
ago, we redesigned our products to meet
the reguirements of the most discerning
customers in refining. We stayed focused,
obtained the necessary qualifications and
then built on our success. This is how we
were able to compete with global industry
leaders.” This is no casual boast and

Mr. Dev guickly reeled off an impressive
client list. “We are on the approved valve
manufacturers list of global majors in ol
& gas and power, and have an impressive
track-record with the world’s leading EPC
contractors” Today thousands of L&T
valves are in operation in offshore and

L&T Vulves campusstyle facility in Coimbatore, India, houses sorme very impressive valuve

L&T Valves is a leader in cryogenic valves manufacturing facilities.

July 2015
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onshore projects, refineries, petrochemical
complexes, LNG and GTL plants, tank
farms, pipelines and power plants across
the world”.

Adding further weight to L&T Valves'
credentials, Mr. Venkat indicated they were
the first Indian manufacturer to obtain
ASME N and NPT stamps. “Qur valves are
in service at major nuclear power plants
in India. The quality culture essential to
manufacture valves for such applications
has filtered down throughout our entire
organisation. And we take pains to ensure
we have all the international quality and
product certifications customers might
demand, such as ISO 9001 certifications,
CE marking, ATEX approvals and API
monograms. We have also obtained SIL-3
certification for our ball and butterfly
valves. Again this is why we confidently
claim to be amongst the leading

manufacturers of high-end valves in HIPPS (High Integrity Pressure Protection System) leverages in-house capabilities in precision

the world. ” manufacture, automation and system integration.

Modern Facilities here in India we have aspirations to grow new markets, confirmed Mr. Venkat.

In addition to Coimbatore, L&T Valves has internationally; we recognise the need for “From process applications to pipeline
wo modern facilities for valve manufacture  local manufacturing in markets such as use, our engineered products have proven
located at Manapakkam (Chennai) and Saudi Arabia". their worth time and again. So today we
¥ancheepuram. Mr. Venkat noted that all are competing with the very best global
three plants are strategically located to More than gate, globe, and manufacturers. Perhaps not yet in terms of
oenefit from the many leading foundries check valves numbers, but certainly as regards technical
for which the south of India is famous, Today, L&T Valves has a very impressive capability and service!"

“Each location benefits from ready access portfolio. The “classic’ gate, globe and The latest additions to the L&T Valves

%o high quality castings and a large pool of ~ check valve offerings have long since portfolio are control valves for oil & gas
trained manpower”. been supplemented with products such as and power, and HIPPS (High Integrity
‘While on the topic of manufacturing, Mr. trunnion-mounted ball valves, triple-offset Pressure Protection System) that leverages
enkat spoke about enlarging L&T Valves' butterfly valves and double block & bleed in-house capabilities in precision
international presence. ”In addition to plug valves. The new products have manufacture, automation and system
expanding manufacturing capability right enabled the company to penetrate whole integration.

’ AR . " IZ \

LET Valves” trunnion-mounted ball valves conform to API 6D stundard. Available in ASME classes High pressure gate, globe and check valves in

from 150 to 2500, in 2-piece and 3-piece designs, in both bolted and welded constructions and in sizes up ASME classes up to 4500 for supercritical power
@ 56 inches, these valves have a proven traclerecord in pipeline applications. plants.
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72 inch Class 150 gate valve. One of the largest

cast steel gate valves manufactured in India.

The Future

According to Mr. Venkat, L&T Valves has
in place all the capabilities that are needed
to take L&T Valves to the next level.
Starting from the R&D department, where
75 engineers work in a 3D environment
to design valves through to the well-
appointed production halls and on to

the in-house laboratories where a whole
range of fugitive emissions, fire-safety and
nuclear industry functional qualification
tests can be performed. There's also one
of the continent’s largest cryogenic test
facilities, capable of testing valves of sizes
up to 54 inches/ class 300 at minus 196
degrees Celsius. “The company never
hesitates to invest in capital expenditure for
facilities that help guarantee quality and
service,” adds Mr. Dev.

Mr. Venkat concludes our interview with

a promise. “We have the confidence

to take on any challenge and meet the
expectations of top end-users and EPCs.
In terms of product quality, technical
capability, production capacity, portfolio,
on-time deliveries, etc., | would say we
rank right up there amongst the world'’s
leading valve makers. Our view is that
demand for engineered valves will continue
to grow and we are ideally placed to
support the needs of our current and
future customers.”

July 2015
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Reliance: “More than just a buyer-seller relationship”

supplfer of valves for the 13 expansmn proje.cfs cempng ng coke / ma.l gaslf'iéatibn units,
gas cracker for ethylene production with downstream units, para-xylene plant and
associated off-sites and utilities.

JGC: “L&T Valves is a strategic supplier”

automatf_c_ally Same is th e
more successful, and for our future pr@' cts, L&T will be an indispensable anrtner

This is an extract from an interview with Mr. Kiyama conducted by Valve World. To read
the full article, please visit: www.valve-world.net/kiyama
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